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instance, the fire on the altar was used to expand the air in an extensive
system of pipes and to cause metal birds to sing. By means of other
devices the priests managed to make the images of their gods move.
Thus, in the temple of Serapis in Alexandria, a magnet was so placed
in the dome as to draw towards itself the head of the god, making him
rise from his throne.

In many temples, beneath the hearthstone of the altar, where burnt
offerings were made, was an air chamber connected by means of an
underground pipe with a vessel filled with water. When the water
in the vessel rose as the result of being heated, it ran over into another
vessel which was suspended alongside, and this, when it had become
sufficiently heavy, opened the doors of the temple by means of*a hidden
system of rollers and wheels without making a sound.

WORKED   BY   EGYPTIAN   PRIESTS

The Egyptian priests were certainly not ignorant of optics. A
wonderful effect was produced when the face of the god, invoked by
the faithful, suddenly appeared on the back wall of the temple. The
head of the image, upturned, was held in front of a concave mirror
which reflected it, lit up and lifelike, on the wall of the temple, which"
was kept in semi-darkness.

The statue of Apollo, the Greek god of light, which on his feast day
was carried around in solemn procession and was shown to the people,   *
was made to rise from its throne for a few seconds and then to float
back on it again.   The probable explanation of this trick is that it was -
a wooden figure with a thin covering in which was a sort of gas-filled
balloon.                                                                                             9

MASS   PRODUCTION   1,500   YEARS  AGO

In his De Civitate Dei (The City of God) St. Augustine, Bishop of
Hippo and greatest of the Church Fathers, has something to say on
mass-production methods.

" In a silversmith's, a little vessel passes through the hands of many
workmen until it is finished, although it might be made by one man
who is fully master of his craft. However, it is thought that most
workmen are best employed by learning quickly and easily, one portion
of the whole work, and in this way it is not necessary to^give all a
thorough training in every branch of the work in question, whicft would *
take much time and labour/'                                                              $

PRESIDENT   ROOSEVELT  FORESTALLED

President Franklin Roosevelt's Economic Plan of 1935, with its
proposals for reserve stores of grain for crisis years, has its ancient
counterpart in the plans made by Joseph when he was prime minister <rf

In ancient Egypt there were ".perpetual granaries " and all the usual
.business organizations cpnnectecrwith the economy of the harvest;